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Elsenham Parish Council 

Minutes of the Parish Council meeting 

held in The Memorial Hall at 8.00pm on 5 September 2022 

 

Members of Elsenham Parish Council (EPC) present at the meeting: 

Cllr. G Mott (Chairman GM), Cllr. B Donald (Vice-Chair BD), Cllr. R Franklin (RF),  

Cllr. P Johnson (PJ), Cllr. F Lambert (FL), Cllr. B Ogilvie (BO),  

Cllr. S Waite (SW) and Mrs. L Johnson (Parish Clerk – LJ). 

 

Members of the public present at the meeting: 

6, plus Essex County Cllr. R Gooding (RG) and District Cllr. G Le Count (GL) 

 

Apologies for absence: 

Cllr. G Bentley (GB) and District Cllr. P Lees (PL) 
 

22431. Declarations of Interest: 

RF declared he is a member of the Elsenham History Society.  
 

Open to the public 
 

22432. Concerning the planning application for 130 new houses on land opposite the Crown 

Public House. Residents have been asked to send in photos of the traffic congestion in 

the village and Grove Hill and the impact another 130 houses would have. But there is 

also another aspect to this application. This is Elsenham’s last green space. The Site is 

surrounded by several listed and historic buildings the settings of which will be 

absolutely destroyed by the proposed development. 

GM replied that a post was going on Facebook giving residents a range of topics that 

they could make objections on which could be sent to the Planning Inspectorate. 

 

Concerning the planning application for 5 new houses at the Old Vicarage, Hall Road. 

This is another listed building in Elsenham with an important part of the history of the 

village, residents should object.  

 

22433. In the minutes of the Flowerbed Committee meeting, it discussed a plan to hang 

baskets from the Pump House. This is a listed building, and no attachment should be 

permitted. The attachment may harm the building, plus causing water damage.  

   
22434. LJ to contact Les Hawkins for any update on finding a Special Constable for 

Elsenham. 
 

22435. Neighbouring houses to the Old Vicarage had not been sent letters informing them of 

the planning application. Plus, the village had not received letters informing them of 

the 130 houses on the land opposite the Crown Public house. These should have been 

sent out by UDC. Action, GL to investigate.   
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22436. The ECA has withdrawn their request for EPC to pay for reconstruction work on the 

drain, which is sited in the playing field by the bottom car park.  

 

22437. Another pothole outside District Cllr. Petrina Lees house has been repaired, while 

others, which have been reported to Highways months ago, are left. Someone should 

write to Highways and ask why some people are given priority.  

 

Closed to the public. 

 

22438. Actions from previous minutes 

Emergency entrance at Elsenham Vale.   

Despite two further emails to Remus Management Company the bollard has still 

not been re-erected, and cars, delivery vans and Remus contractors, continue to use 

the access. It has now been reported to UDC’s Enforcements as ‘a creation 

of an access on to the highway without planning consent’.  

     

Replacement Streetlight. 

EPC now have obtained two quotes for the replacement of the streetlight and 

are waiting for the quote from UK Power Network.  

LJ to contact the insurance company asking if this claim could be done in two stages. 

Payment for the new streetlight and then once the quote from UK Power Network is 

obtained the payment for connecting the power supply.  

 

22439. Minutes 

The Council considered the minutes of the meeting held on 1 August 2022, GM 

signed the minutes as a true and accurate record  

 

22440. District Councillor’s report 

GL said that a surgery is held at PL house once a month, but nobody attends. 

 

22441. Planning Committee 

Minutes of the meeting held 26 August 2022. Noted. 

The Dandara planning application for 99 new houses on land off Isabel Drive and 

Stansted Road is on the agenda to be considered by UDC Planning Committee on 

14 September 2022. EPC will need to decide whether to make a representation at 

the meeting.  

At the same meeting UDC will be deciding on a recommendation to be sent to the 

Inspectorate for the planning application South of Henham Road. As the application 

went directly to PINS UDC are only a consultee and give advice only, like Essex 

Highways, this part of the meeting will not be open to the public or parish councils.   

 

EPC would like to engage Alison Hutchinson as a Planning Consultant and Simon 

Watts as a Transport Consultant to prepare objections and to represent EPC at the 

hearing for the planning application of 130 new homes on Land South of Henham 

Road.  

  

Proposal, EPC spend up to £11,000, (£5,000 to be taken from the New Housing 

Advice Budget 4060), to engage the services of a planning consultant and a transport 

consultant to object against the planning application for the proposed development on 

Land South of Henham Road for 130 new houses.  
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Proposed by GM, seconded by SW the vote was carried unanimously.  
   

Proposal The Finance Committee is authorized to find additional cost centres from 

where to draw the additional funds from.  

PJ proposed, SW seconded the vote was carried unanimously.  

Henham Parish Council has undertaken to make a contribution towards the costs. 

 

Applications submitted to UDC Planning 

1. UTT/22/2236/HHF Demolition of existing porch. Erecting of single storey front 

pitched roof extension. 25 Elm Close, Elsenham. No Comment. 

 

2. UTT/22/2184/FUL Erection of 5 dwellings with associated garages. Landscaping and 

a new vehicular access. The Old Vicarage, Hall Road, Elsenham. EPC have objected 

to this application. Consideration will be given as to whether to ask PL to call 

this application in.  

 

3. UTT/22/2326/SCO Request for a screening opinion for approximately 200 dwellings. 

Land East of Station Road, Henham. This application is in Henham  

 

4. UTT/22/2174/PINS Consultation on S62A/2022/0007 - Town and Country Planning 

Act 1990 (Section 62A Applications) Residential development comprising 130 

dwellings, together with a new vehicular access from Henham Road, public open 

space, landscaping and associated highways, drainage and other infrastructure works, 

(all matters reserved for subsequent approval apart from the primary means of access, 

on land to the south of Henham Road, Elsenham). Land South of Henham Road, 

Elsenham. Planning Consultant Alison Hutchinson and Transport Consultant 

Simon Watts will be objecting to this application on behalf of EPC.  

 

Decisions made by UDC  

5. UTT/22/1955/FUL Erection of 1 no. detached dwelling with vehicular access. Land 

At 54 New Road, Elsenham. Withdrawn. 

 

6. UTT/22/1488/FUL Section 73a retrospective application for the formation of earth 

bunds and erection of timber gates to secure land. Land To The East Of May Walk 

Elsenham Road, Stansted. Refused. Appeal lodged 15 August 2022. 

If this is lost at appeal the large earth bunds that are already erected, should be 

removed.  

 

22442. Playing Field Committee 

Minutes of the meeting held on 25 August 2022. Noted. 

The Playing Field Committee now have three quotes for repairing the Leigh Way 

path. A meeting will be held in the next couple of weeks to discuss this and other 

playing field issues.  

 

22443. Rights of Way and Open Spaces Committee 

A complaint has been made regarding parking on Oziers Green. As the Green is part 

of EROWOS remit this will be discussed at their next meeting.  

Two telegraph poles cut in half have been installed either end of the Public Footpath 

that leads from Hailes Wood behind the houses to the old cricket ground. This route is 
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very popular with residents but people with buggies and some disabled people will no 

longer be able to use it. FL has reported it on the Essex website.  

 

22444. Financial Payments  

The following cheques and payments required for approval: 

BACS Beltons Gardiners  £210.00 

BACS Zoom  £14.39 

BACS Wages £2,452.86 

BACS UDC  £1,302.90 

M Burke Landscaping  £545.00 

M Jackson  £25.98 

Beltons Gardening  £570.00 

HEU Benefice £10.00 

M Burke  £250.00 

HEU Benefice  £10.00 

C B Mower Services Ltd £90.34 

M Burke Landscaping £902.50 

M Burke Landscaping £276.50 

CSI Products  £316.02 

Elsenham Flower Show  £14,50 

HEU Benefice Account  £10.00 

Instant ink  £22.49 

M Burke Landscaping  £75.00 

PFK Littlejohn  £720.00 

3G Mobile  £6.00 

Sharon Jones  £26.00 

 

All payments approved for signing. 

The external auditor, PFK Littlejohn fee has doubled since last year. This is due to the 

Section 106 monies of £158,000, making EPC’s income exceed £200,000, therefore 

taking EPC into the next payment bracket.  

A summary of receipts and payments was circulated to all Councillors.  

Reconciliations to bank account, circulated to all Councillors.  

GM and LJ signed the summary and receipts form. 

 

Proposal EPC continue as part of the Small Authorities Audit Appointment (SAAA) 

regime for the next five-year period, beginning on 1 April 2022 and ending on 31 

March 2027.  

Proposed by PJ seconded by BD, the vote was carried unanimously. 

 

22445. County Councillor Report  

A complaint has been raised by the residents of Barker Row in the High Street that 

there is a very unpleasant smell coming from the drains. It may be a combination of 

drains and the dry weather has dried out the traps. RG has raised this with Highways. 

RG will try and arrange for the ‘road closed’ sign, which has been in the village since 

April, to be removed.  

LJ reported that some residents have been asking for ‘No Airport Parking’ signs 

similar to the signs in Stansted.  
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RG said these were Manchester Airport signs and had received a mixed response. The 

signs were not enforceable. GL is looking into the problem of airport parking in the 

village. Some airport parking cars left in the village for weeks have been vandalised. 

 

22446. Clerk’s Report 

PKF Littlejohn Accounts, section 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and 

Accountability Return (AGAR) was circulated to all Councillors.  

 

The silver birch in Memorial Garden has been assessed by a tree surgeon, who has 

stated that the tree is 95% dead and needs to be removed. Another quote is required. 

  

The bank account signatures are all correct now, with RF, GM and BO being 

signatures.    

 

22447. Flowerbed Committee 

Minutes of the meeting held on 22 August 2022. Noted. 

The Flowerbed Committee will re-address flower boxes on the Pump House. 

FL reported that she had seen more children playing with the water hose, this will also 

be addressed at the next meeting.  

 

22448. Transport 

In the last few weeks there has been a few late buses and ‘no shows’. This is due to 

road works and diversions. One of the busses has also been involved in an accident, 

resulting in the driver having to go to hospital and the bus being taken off the road. 

Galleon Travel do not have the resources to keep a spare bus for eventualities like 

this. The Elsenham News have asked for RF to do a report on the local bus service 

with the timetable which will be published in the magazine.  

BD asked about the announcement by the government introducing a new £2 cap on 

single adult bus journeys from January to March 2023 

RG said this would be difficult for Essex to apply. A single adult ticket on the 7 and 

7A buses is £5, if it was capped at £2 it would have to be subsidized from somewhere 

else. Essex buses are losing a lot of money. 

  

22449. Communication Committee 

Sharon Jones is doing a good job with updating all the documents on the website. 

BO, BD and Annie Gleeson between them are putting at least one post a week on 

Facebook. The new clothes bank is being advertised on Facebook as well as the 

village notice boards. 
 

22450. Allotment Committee  

The unallocated plots in the Church allotments and Smith Road allotments have been 

strimmed. 

The lock on the pedestrian gate has disappeared; this is the second lock in two 

months. Alternative ways of securing the allotments will be looked at by the 

Allotment Committee.  

  

22451. Touch Point  

Touchpoint is a food share for everyone to use, which is becoming very popular in 

Elsenham. It is run by volunteers, who collect the food, from supermarkets using their 

own cars and petrol.  
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Proposal. Elsenham Parish Council give a grant of £150 to “TouchPoint Community 

Share” to help them with their expenses.  

Proposed by RF, seconded by BD the vote was carried unanimously. 
 

22452. Correspondence 

22453. PFCC update report 27 July 2022 

22454. PFCC update report 29 July 2022 

22455.   Peter Holt Update 29 July 2022. 

22456. Essex Police Rural Engagement Team July 2022. 

22457. PFCC Update report 3 August 2022.  

22458. Local Plan news 3 August 2022.  

22459. Uttlesford Design Code.  

22460. Crime Data 4 August 2022.  

22461. EALC E Bulleting 1 August 2022.  

22462. PFCC News Update 5 August 2022.  

22463. EALC E Bulletin 8 August 2022. 

22464. Crime Data 9 August 2022.  

22465. Town and Parish Liaison meeting is being held at 7pm on Monday 12 September.  

22466. EALC E Bulletin 10 August 2022.  

22467. Police Race Action Plan.  

22468. Essex Police Team report August 2022.  

22469. PFCC News Update 12 August 2022.  

22470. 24 August is Ukrainian National Day. 

22471. St Clare Hospice local news Autumn 2022.  

22472. EALC E Bulletin 15 August 2022.  

22473. Councillor Training Days 1 & 2 for November 2022. 

22474. EALC E Bulletin Police Bulletin 17 August 2022.  

22475. PFCC News Update 19 August 2022.  

22476. Uttlesford Design Code Survey.  

22477. PFCC News Update 26 August 2022. 

22478. Rural Engagement Teams Letter. 
 

Meeting opened to public participation 

22479. Bloor Homes have cancelled the Memorial Hall booking on 15 September 2022. This 

was assumed to have been a public consultation for ‘phase 2’ on the Land East of 

Station Road, Henham. 
 

22480. There has been a lot of lorries carrying earth around Fullers End. RG asked for any 

photos of this kind of activity to be sent to him so that Essex Enforcement can 

investigate the matter.  
 

Meeting closed to public participation 

Public were asked to leave the meeting 
 

 

In accordance with section 1 of the Public Bodies (admissions to meeting) Act 

1960, the public and press will be excluded from the remainder of the meeting 

because publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason 

of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted. 
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22481. New Play Equipment. 

The three tenders for the new play equipment for the children’s play area were 

discussed. The Playing Field Committee explained their reasons for the 

recommendation.  

Proposal, EPC accept Dania quote of £85,000 to refurbish the children’s play area in  

the playing field.  

BD proposed, SW seconded, the vote was carried by 6 in favour, 1 against. 

A Finance Committee meeting will be held to look at financing this project, especially 

the VAT payment which EPC will have to pay and then claim back.  

 

Meeting closed at 10.15pm 

 

Date of next meeting: 

The next Parish Council Meeting will be held at 8pm on Monday 3 October 2022 in 

the Memorial Hall. 


