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Elsenham Parish Council 

Minutes of Parish Council Virtual Meeting held on 

 11 May 2020  

Members 

of 

Elsenham 

Parish 

Council 

(EPC): 

 

Public: 

 

Apologies 

for absence 

Dr. G Mott (Chairman GM), Mrs. M Jackson (Vice Chairman MJ), Mr. P Clear 

(PEC), Mr. R Franklin (RF), Mr. P Johnson (PJ), Mrs. F Lambert (FL), Mr. J Minor 

(JM),  Mr. P Snow (PS), Mrs. A Warwick (AW) and Mrs. L Johnson (Parish Clerk – 

LJ).   

 

 

 

3 plus, Essex County Cllr. R Gooding (RG), District Cllr. P Lees (PL) and District 

Cllr. G LeCount (GL). 

 

Ms. J Rayment (JR). 

Minute no. Item Actions agreed 

20987 Declarations of Interest;  None 

20988 EPC would like to acknowledge how magnificent the 

residents of Elsenham have responded to Covid-19. 

With the good neighboring network and all the 

volunteers, it has truly been incredible.   

EPC thank each one of you, you have been inspirational. 

 

 Open to the public. 

There were no questions from members of the public.  

 

20989 Actions from previous minutes. 

Zebra Crossing – Minute 21000 

Relocation of litter and dog waste bins – on hold. 

Meeting on 3 March 2020 on the flooding in the village 

High Street – on going. 

Site and Access difficulties – minute 21000 

Trim Trail on Elsenham Vale – minute 21000 

Lighting in Station Road – on going. 

 

 

20990 Minutes 

Council to consider the minutes of the meeting held on 2 

March 2020. 

The minutes were 

approved by EPC, as a 

true and accurate record. 

To be signed later.  

20991 District Councillor’s report   
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PL congratulated EPC on conducting their first Zoom 

Parish Council meeting.  

UDC have sent weekly email updates on the 

Coronavirus, which have been circulated to all EPC 

members.  

UDC voted relatively strongly in favour of abandoning 

the draft local plan. This has caused discord and worry 

as it will leave Uttlesford without a local plan for even 

longer.  

UDC are arranging a new planning team, to look at a 

new Local Plan. John Lodge said that ‘everything is on 

the table and everything is off the table’. 

One of the main things the team will be looking at, is 

trying to reduce the number of new houses.  

UDC were the first Council in the County to conduct a 

Zoom meeting.  

Everything is being managed by phone. The waste bins 

are still being collected and the collection of the garden 

waste bins have now been reinstated.  

GL said he had six words for the new local plan,  

new plan, new team, new day, (results). 

It takes about 4 years to construct a new local plan. GL 

said in his opinion it could and must be done quicker.  

UDC are still investing monies, they are also  

helping small businesses in the district which have been 

affected by the Coronavirus.  

GM asked, would the new team be within the planning 

department.  

GL said it would be a new team, with a new approach, 

they were not saying that anyone would be leaving the 

planning department.  

GM asked if the Planning Policy Working Group 

(PPWG) would still be operational.   

PL said it would be, but under a new name.  

GM asked if UDC had taken on the Government 

requirement that all local plans should be completed by 

2023.  

PL said that this would be a tight timescale for UDC, 

but they had taken it on board, and if they could show 

by 2023 that they were close to completing, that should 

be acceptable.   

GM asked how the Planning Committee were going to 

function, especially with site visits. 

GL said the Planning Committee were looking into 

individuals carrying out site visits. 

The Planning Committee were currently having two 

meetings a month rather than once a month, this kept the 

agenda shorter and were proving more productive.  

JM asked that with no local plan in place, did this leave 

us open to all developers. 
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PL said that UDC had not had a Local Plan for many 

years, so effectively nothing had changed, apart from 

that it was now delayed. The draft Local Plan was 

withdrawn on the advice of the inspectors. 

20992 It was agreed to take agenda item 17 

Fence in Leigh Drive & 

Building work at Crossways 

Despite no planning application having been approved, 

work is being carried out at the Crossway site. Builders 

have filled in the ditch that runs at the back of the 

property. It is unknown if pipes have been laid prior to 

the filling of the ditch. This may cause flooding in 

neighboring properties and the playing field.  

A fence has been erected on the site obscuring the work 

being carried out. The fence is close to the playing field 

fence, making any future maintenance difficult.  

PL said that the day the ditch was filled in she informed 

UDC’s Enforcement Officer. The agent also informed 

UDC Planning Department that the ditch has been filled 

in and have said that if they win the appeal, they will dig 

out the ditch and lay pipes for the water drainage.  

At the present time nobody can visit the site, but it has 

been logged and there is an audit trail.  

UDC Enforcement Officer and the Environmental 

agency are aware of the situation.  

EPC must make their own decision regarding if there 

was adequate space for maintenance of the fence.  

GM said that the date and details for the appeal have 

now been published. Anyone who had objected to this 

application should receive a notice from the inspectorate 

asking them to send any further objections to him.  

Anyone who has not yet objected may do so by sending 

them to the Inspectorate with the required reference 

number. 

An enforcement notice has been raised on the fence in 

Leigh Drive. The resident has until the 13 May 2020 to 

take down the fence or lodge an appeal. If it has not 

been removed by the 13 May 2020, and no appeal has 

been lodged PL will inform UDC Enforcement Officer.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact GM for details.  

20993 County Councillors’ report  

Report circulated  

RG reported the major issue now was the Government’s 

proposal to re-open Primary Schools for reception, year 

1 and year 6. If 50% of parents sent their children back 

to school, plus the care-workers children, this would 

total about 30,000 children. This is only a small 

percentage but logistically it would be exceedingly 

difficult, and many issues need to be considered.  

 

Noted. 
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It would be the parent’s decision on whether to send 

their children back to school, penalties would not be 

served if parents preferred to continue home schooling.  

In practical terms RG thought the remaining schools’ 

years would not go back to school until September 

2020.  

It would be up to headteachers, as to whether penalties 

were issued to parents that took their children on 

holidays in September, but RG hoped that as children 

have missed so much schooling, parents would consider 

their child’s education paramount. 

RG said he would investigate the question regarding 

walking to school along narrow pavements while trying 

to keep social distancing.  

 

The validity of the bus operators going forward is giving 

great concern. The busses are running at about 1% of 

their normal capacity at present. To meet the needs of 

people who are still prepared to travel by bus in the 

future, the service will need to have a different structure. 

20994 

        

Planning Committee 

Minutes to the meeting held 28 April 2020. 

Planning Application decided by UDC 

UTT/20/0285/HHF Demolition of existing detached 

garage and erection of attached double storey garage 

with Home Office/Gym over. The Hollies, Station Road, 

Elsenham.  

  

Noted. 

 

 

Refused.  

     20995 Housing Development in Elsenham 

GM had spoken at the recent Zoom UDC’s Planning 

Committee meeting. GM gave the views of EPC 

regarding the Local Plan, which were different to other 

points of views raised.  

 

 

20996 Playing Field Committee  

The grass cutting is still being carried out regularly in 

the playing field. The trees have been lifted and 

brambles and ivy cut back around the perimeter of the 

field. The work on the safety surface in the children’s 

play area has been completed.  

The weed spraying on the field is still to be carried out, 

PEC to chase the contractor.  

The Playing Field Committee needs to decide whether 

to pursue the adult outdoor gym, which would require a 

grant.  

PEC to check how long ago the playing field was mole 

drained. 

The Tennis Club lease is still ongoing.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A meeting is to be 

arranged.  

     20997 Rights of Way and Open Spaces Committee 

Tree Wardens report. 

Minutes of the meeting held on 24 April 2020. 

 

Noted. 

Noted.  
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Proposal, EPC change EROWOS’s Terms of reference 

to read, 

2. Membership 

a) Membership shall comprise up to six (6) Council 

members and up to six (6) co-opted members. 

 

Proposal, Kevin Wood is elected as a co-opted member 

of EROWOS Committee.  

 

GM proposed, MJ 

seconded, the vote was 

carried unanimously. 

 

 

 

GM proposed, RF 

seconded, the vote was 

carried unanimously.  

20998 Finance Committee  

The following payments required for approval. 

All payments approved 

for signing.  

 BACS ECA £150.00  

 BACS Belton’s Gardening  £183.33  

 BACS x 3 Wages     £2316.31  

 BACS M Burke Landscaping       £660.00  

 BACS D Lucas   £30.00  

 BACS Amenity Services       £280.00   

 BACS M Burke Landscaping  £25.00  

 BACS ECA £84.50  

 BACS Affinity Water  £15.09  

 BACS Essex Playing fields  £40.00  

 BACS M Burke Landscaping  £201.50  

 BACS Hp Instant Ink  £17.99  

 BACS 3G Mobile  £29.72  

 BACS Zoom  £14.39  

20999 A summary of receipts and payments. Circulated. 

Minutes of the meeting held on 13 March 2020. 

A Finance Committee meeting is to be arranged.  

Noted.  

Noted.  

21000 Clerk’s Report 

Report circulated  

Proposal, EPC agree to renew their membership to 

EALC and NALC, £636.03 

 

 

Proposal, EPC agree to renew their membership to 

ICCM (institute of cemetery and cremations 

management), £95.00 

 

LJ reminded Councillors that the Council had agreed not 

to send emails out of office hours. This was to clearly 

define boarders between work and home life for the 

Parish Clerk.  

This practice was no-longer being followed. LJ asked if 

Councillors would be considerate and try to keep to the 

arrangement that had been agreed. Emails could always 

be written at a weekend then stored in drafts until 

Monday morning.  

 

Noted. 

PEC proposed, JM 

seconded, the vote was 

carried unanimously.  

 

PEC proposed MJ 

seconded the vote was 

carried unanimously.  

 

  

21001 Flowerbed Committee  

Minutes of the meeting held on 10 March 2020. 

 

Noted. 
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Report circulated.  

PEC said the wood to make the new flowerbeds should 

be tanalised timber, pressure treated, and preservatives 

added every other year; this would help the wood last 

longer.  

Noted.  

21002 Transport  

Report circulated  

RG said he hoped that ECC would work out the number 

of busses required using figures before the Coronavirus, 

as at present some are running empty. Hopefully, once 

things return to ‘normal’ there will be more passengers 

using the buses.  

‘Trusty Bus’ contract, which was up for renewal, has 

been extended for another year.  

 

Noted. 

21003 Communication Committee 

A meeting is to be arranged soon, via Zoom. 

Last month there was around 20 – 30 visits to the 

website.  

Less content has been placed on Facebook as there is 

less news at present, so the page time has gone down by 

27%.  

AW is the only member that can update the website. 

Before lockdown AW had briefed FL on the content 

management system that is used. It was hoped that in the 

future other members of the committee would be able to 

help with updating the website and Facebook  

 

21004 To place a sign in the village thanking residents for 

social distancing  

EPC agreed that a banner thanking the residents of 

Elsenham for following the Government guidelines, 

would be a nice gesture.  

Proposal, Up to £70 is spent on a banner to be placed 

on MJ fence, thanking residents. 

MJ and AW to consider the exact wording.   

 

 

 

 

 

PEC proposed, FL 

seconded, the vote was 

carried unanimously.  

21005 EALC Police report week commencing 30 March 2020  

21006 EALC Covid-19 issue 15  

21007 EALC Covid-19 issue 16  

21008 Coronavirus update from ECC  

21009 SLCC Virtual meetings regulations  

21010 EALC E Bulletin week commencing 30 March 2020  

21011 Essex Fraud alert, 3 April 2020  

21012 EALC Covid-19 issue 17  

21013 Training Bulletin 2 April 2020  

21014 Weekly briefing a plea for UDC’s waste collectors crew 

to use outside taps 

 

21015 Planning Services UDC   

21016 Planning Services ECC  

21017 EALC Covid-19 issue 18  

21018 EALC Covid-19 issue 19  
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21019 EALC Covid-19 issue 20  

21020 Police Bulletin week commencing 6 April 2020  

21021 EALC Bulletin week commencing 6 April 2020  

21022 EALC Covid-19 issue 21  

21023 Message from Cllr. Lodge leader of UDC  

21024 UDC Briefing notes UDC  

21025 Partnership Documents 5 -11 April 2020  

21026 Parish Council’s vacancy guidelines  

21027 Fence in Leigh Drive  

21028 EALC Covid-19 issue 22  

21029 Police Bulletin week commencing 13 April 2020  

21030 EALC Covid-19 issue 23  

21031 Garden Waste bin collection  

21032 UDC set for virtual meeting  

21033 Covid-19 update from ECC, 17 April 2020  

21034 Latest news from the Police Fire and Crime  

21035 Commissioner for Essex 17 April 2020  

21036 Coronavirus update from UDC 17 April 2020  

21037 Partnership Documents 19 April 2020  

21038 SSE guidance for responding to Stansted Airport future 

Airspace Consultation 

 

21039 UDC Local Plan update  

21040 EALC Covid-19 issue 24  

21041 Extraordinary Full Council meeting 30 April 2020  

21042 Covid-19 letter to Councils  

21043 EALC Covid-19 issue 25  

21044 Police Bulletin week commencing 20 April 2020  

21045 EALC Covid-19 issue 26  

21046 EALC Covid-19 issue 27  

21047 UDC weekly briefing on Covid-19, X 2, 24 April 2020  

21048 Latest news from the Police, Fire and Crime 

Commissioner for Essex 24 April 2020 

 

21049 EALC E Bulletin week commencing 20 April 2020  

21050 EALC Covid-19 issue 28  

21051 Partnership Document 27 April 2020  

21052 SSE Press release 27 April 2020  

21053 EALC Covid-19 issue 29   

21054 EALC Covid-19 issue 30 Testing is being carried 

out at Stansted Airport 

for specific groups of 

people.  

Correspondence Received 

 

Meeting opened to public participation 

21055 Allan Hathaway confirmed that it had been agreed at the 

Flowerbed meeting that the wood for the new 

flowerbeds would be tanalised and treated before the 

boxes were made and then regularly treated in the 
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future. Another idea was that a membrane would be 

added to keep the soil away from the wood.  

21056 FL thanked PL and Allan Hathaway for setting up the 

volunteers to help during Covid-19. 

PL also arranged with Elsenham Surgery for medicines 

to be delivered to residents who were unable to leave 

their houses.  

 

21057 The Elsenham History Society are keeping records, 

including documents and photographs of this period in 

lockdown for posterity.  

 

21058 Only the groundwork has been carried out on the zebra 

crossing in the High Street, work is still needed on the 

belisha beacons.  

LJ to report to Highways  

21059 The streetlights in Rush Lane are being obscured by 

vegetation.  

LJ to report to Highways 

Meeting closed to public participation 

Items to go on next agenda  

(at Chairman’s discretion, no decisions can lawfully be made under this item). 

21060 There were no items for the next agenda  
 

 

Meeting closed at 10.05pm, the next Parish Council Meeting will be held via Zoom  

on 1 June 2020 at 8.00pm.  

 

 

 

 


