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 ELSENHAM PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of Parish Council Meeting held on 5th March 2012 

 
 
Present: Mr. P Johnson (Chairman), Mr. S Pimblett, Mr. G Woollvin, Mr. R Franklin, Mr. P 
Clear, Mr. G Jackson, Mrs. F Lambert, Mr. M Pitcher, Mr. N Edwards, Mrs. L Johnson 
 
Members of the Public: 7 Cllr E Parr, Cllr D Morson, Cllr R Gooding 
 
Apologies for Absence; Mrs. P Lees, Mr. C Clark 
 
17064 Declarations of Interest. Mr. P Johnson declared that he was acquainted 

with Mr. Sell of 33 New Road Elsenham. 
 Mr. R Franklin declared that he had a non-pecuniary interest in the Elsenham 

Village History Society, as he was a member. 
 
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC. 
 
17065 Mr. J Segar stated that the proposed housing development questionnaire was 

very basic and the form difficult to obtain. He was disappointed in the 
number of people that attended the consultation. Mr. J Segar also expressed 
the proposed old people’s home and the new village hall needed to be re- 
addressed as he felt that there could be improvements. 

 Mr. J Segar stated that the leaflets that had been distributed by ’The Fairfield 
Partnership’, to all of the surrounding villages regarding new homes for 
Uttlesford, was bluntly unacceptable, and that the Parish Council should 
complain. 

  
17066 Minutes – Minute 17009 should be amended to read ‘Mr. P Clear reported 

that in the opinion of the Working Group’. With this amendment the Minutes 
of the meeting held on 6th February 2012, having been circulated, was 
approved by the Parish Council and signed by the Chairman as a true record. 

 
17067  Planning Working Party Report. 
 
  Plans Received: 

(i) UTT/2569/11/FUL Erection of new dwelling, land to the rear of 33 
New Road Elsenham. Mr. M Sell. No Comment 
 

(ii) UTT/141/12/SCO Request for screening opinion – proposed 
development, land at Stansted Road Elsenham. No Comment 

 
(iii) UTT/0142/12/OP Residential development comprising of 155 No. 

dwellings, 55 No. extra care units, land for the provision of a multi-use 
community building, and associated on and off site infrastructure 
provision, following demolition and clearance of Essex Auto Spray and 
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associated residential property. Land at Stansted Road Elsenham. The 
Crown Estate. 

 The Elsenham Parish Council cited the following issues and concerns 
in its response to the outline planning application. 

• Extra Care Housing 
• Car Parking 
• Pavements 
• Traffic Calming Measures (Stansted Road) 
• Flood Risk & Drainage 
• Woodland 
• Allotments 
• Traffic Congestion 
• Public Rights of Way & Footpaths 
• On-going Liaison 

 
(iv) UTT/166/11/DFO Details following outline permission for erection 

of 53 No. two, three, and four, bedroom houses plus associated roads, 
car parking, garages and landscaping. Amended plans/information 
received relating to the application. The Orchard, Station Road, 
Elsenham. Elsenham Parish Council responded that this in no way 
addressed the issues that had been previously cited by the Parish 
Council. 

 
Plans Determined 

(i) UTT/2355/11/FUL Demolition of existing dwelling and outbuildings 
and erection of replacement dwelling with garage. .Lamorna Park 
Road Elsenham. Conditional Approval 

 
17068  Playing Field Committee Report – Mr. P Clear reported that a Playing Field 

Committee meeting had been held to discuss the completion of renovation 
activities and the annual maintenance. The annual sum required was in 
excess of £5000. The Playing Field Committee are in the process of obtaining 
quotes. The Elsenham football club are aware of the amount that is needed 
for this programme of work and that an increase in their fees for use of the 
playing field is being considered. 

 
17069  Chapel and Lych Gate – Mr. P Clear reported that a meeting had been held 

to discuss the work required in the Elsenham Cemetery; members of the 
‘Elsenham Village History Society’ were also present at this meeting. It was 
agreed to open the chapel so that villagers could look around and give their 
views regarding the possible future use for the building. It was agreed that 
the best day to open the chapel would be 15 July which coincides with ‘Open 
Gardens Day’ in the village and not the day of the fete, which was first 
suggested. 

  Quotes are to be obtained to restore the main structure of the lych gate, and 
for the cleaning of the chapel. 
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  Mr. P Clear proposed that £50 was spent to spray and clear the ivy, tree 
stumps and other vegetation around the base of the walls, Mr. P Johnson 
seconded, and the vote was carried. 

  Mr. P Clear proposed that a Chapel/Lych Gate Working Group was formed, 
Mr. R Franklin seconded. Mr. P Clear, Mr. P Johnson, Mr. R Franklin, Mr. S 
Pimblett, and Mr. M Pitcher agreed to be in the Working Group. 

  Mr. P Clear proposed and Mr. M Pitcher seconded that £100 is spent from the 
playing field budget to repair the shed roof in the tennis club, the vote was 
carried. 

 
17070  Fete – This had been covered in point 17069 
 
17071 Finance Committee Report – Mr. N Edwards proposed that up to £1000 is 

available for a new notice board to replace the one by the memorial gardens, 
Mr. P Johnson seconded, and the vote was carried. 

  
17072 Housing Development in Elsenham  In the absents of Mrs. P Lees, Mr. P 

Johnson reported that the response from the Elsenham Parish Council to the 
‘Role of Settlements and Site Allocations Development Plan’ had been 
returned to the Planning Policy Team at Uttlesford District Council. 

 Mr. N Edwards agreed to write a letter to Uttlesford District Council, with a 
press release going to local papers, strongly complaining about ‘The Fairfield 
Partnership’ misleading leaflets and newspaper advertisements. Although 
complaining would not help the damage that had already been done, it was 
hoped that Uttlesford District Council would take a stronger stance to stop a 
re-occurrence of it happening again during the next consultation in June. 

 
17073 Right of Way and Open Spaces Committee Report – Mr. S Pimblett 

reported that the work in the spinney had been delayed because of snow, this 
had now been completed. The work to the bridge on footpath 27 was still to 
be carried out. The Tree Warden thanked all the village residents who turned 
up to help at the Spinney. 

  
17074 District and County Councillor’s Reports – Cllr D Morson reported that 

Uttlesford District Council had frozen their council tax this year. Cllr E Parr 
said that of the £1000 from the ‘The new home bonus money’ she would like 
to give £200 to the Elsenham Brownies, the remaining £800 would help fund 
the new flower beds.  

 Cllr R Gooding reported that Essex County Council had also frozen their 
council tax. Essex had recently had an inspection report by Ofsted for 
Children’s Services in Essex, and had achieved an excellent report. 

 
17075 Clerk’s Report – It was agreed that the Clerk should begin the CiLCA training 

which is due to start in April. The Clerk to attend ‘The Managing Allotments’ 
course, which is being held at Hatfield in May. 
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 It was agreed to use the village sign on all correspondence from the 
Elsenham Parish Council. This sign had already been adopted by the Parish 
Council. 

 
 Cheques signed by Mr. S Pimblett and Mr R Franklin 

 002387 May Gurney Ltd £102.92  002386 RBS £63.00 
 002385 UDC £582.00   002384 Veolia Water £102.96 
 002388 C Wylde £50.40   002389 L Johnson £478.52 
 
17076 Village Inspection – Mrs. F Lambert reported that the village inspection 

team had carried out their second quarterly inspection of the village; their 
findings reported to the relevant organisations it was agreed that the report 
would be added to the parish council web page, so all villagers could see 
what was currently under investigation.  

 
17077 New Flower Beds – Mrs. F Lambert reported that the Parish Council have 

now been granted the licences for designated areas in the village. The 
locations are the corner of Robin Hood and Stansted Road, Leigh Drive, 
Broom Farm, and outside the Memorial Gardens. 

 The quote to carry out stage one, the digging out and preparation, was £760, 
Mrs. F Lambert proposed and Mr. G Woollvin seconded that the company 
‘The Lawn Ranger’ carry out this work and that a budget of £760 is made 
available, the vote was carried.  

 
17078 Transport – Mr. M Pitcher reported that the bus stop in Stansted Road had 

now been erected. The ‘Roadrunner Coaches’ of Harlow that operated the 
village service 7 and 7A, Bishops Stortford to Stansted Airport have had their 
contract terminated with immediate effect, ‘TGM’ Harlow have now replaced 
the service. 

 
17079 Litter Picking Weekend – Mr. S Pimblet has arranged the littler picking 

weekend for 28th and 29th April. Lots of volunteers are needed to make this 
weekend a success. 

 
17080 Ownership of Open Land at De Mandeville Road and Oziers – Mr. P 

Johnson. Mr. Johnson report that it had recently been discovered that the 
Parish Council was the registered owner of the De Mandeville Green open 
space land.  It was agreed to make a land-search request to the Land Registry 
to identify the ownership of the Oziers Green open space land. 

 
 It was agreed by the majority that a letter should be sent to Mr. and Mrs. 

Smith, stating that although the parish council had sympathy with their  
situation, it was of the opinion that due to the many contributing factors that 
could have caused the wall to collapse, the parish council did not consider 
that they could be held responsible. It was agreed by the majority that the 
council should take no further action.  
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17081 Snowdrops at the entrance to ‘The Orchards’ Station Road. – Mr. P 
Johnson. It was agreed to write to Persimmon Homes (developer) asking for 
permission to dig up and relocate the clumps of snowdrops growing at the 
entrance to The Orchard development site. 

  
17082  CORRESPONDENCE 
17083  EALC E-Bulletin 09/02/2012 Noted 
17084  Meeting Monday Cemetery Works Noted 
17085  Cabinet 16 February 2012 Agenda Noted 

17086  Monthly Planning Enforcement Reports Noted 

17087  Letter from Michael Perry Noted 

17088  Performance and Audit Committee agenda Noted 

17089  Weekly Email News Digest 13 February 2012 Noted 

17090  Weekly Email News Digest 6 February 2012 Noted 
17091  Landowner Contact Noted 

17092  UDC responsible Dog Ownership Noted 
17093  A Guide to Neighbourhood Planning Noted 

17094  Letter Citizen Advice bureau. £50 to be donated  
17095  The Queen Diamond Jubilee Firework Display Noted 

17096  Council meeting 23th February 2012 Peter Snow  Noted  
17097  Village of the Year/ Best kept Village Competition Noted 

17098  Council Budget Papers Noted 
17099  News Digest 20 February 2012 Noted 
17100  Neighbourhood Planning – Need your help Noted 
17101  Transport & Travel Update February 2012 Noted 
17102  EALC E-Bulletin 23.02.2012  Noted  
17103  Weekly Email News Digest 27 February 2012 Noted 
17104  Save Our villages respond now Noted 
17105  South Uttlesford community 28 February 2012 Noted 
17106  Letter from Margaret Shaw Noted 
17107  Making the link Noted 
17108  Cabinet Agenda Noted 
 
ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
 
17109 Mr. R Franklin informed the Council that he had recently sat on a judging 

panel for ‘The Big Society Fund’ which is administered by Essex County 
Council, where he handed out £70,000 to local communities. 

 
17110 Mr. N Edwards asked if any of the councillors would be able to attend the 

S.S.E. on Thursday 8 March, as neither he nor Mr. S Pimblett could attend. 
Nobody was available to go, so apologies would be sent. 

 
 
The meeting closed at 11:05pm 
 
Next Meeting; Monday, 2nd April 2012 at 8.00pm held in the Memorial Hall. 


